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M. du Maine, were completely terrified; they did not dare to say
a word; they kept out of the way; did not leave their houses
except from necessity ; fear was painted upon their faces. All
their pride was put aside ; they became polite, caressing, would
have eaten out of your hand; and by this sudden change and
their visible embarrassment betrayed themselves.
As for the Comte de Toulouse he remained as -upright and
loyal as ever. The very day of the double arrest he came to
M. le Due d'Orleans and said that he regarded the King, the
Regent, and the State as one and the same thing; that he should
never be wanting in his duty or in his fidelity towards them;
that he was very sorry at what had happened to his brother,
but that he was in no way answerable for him. The Regent
stated this to me the same day, and appeared, with reason, to
be charmed with such straightforward honesty.
This arrest of M. and Madame du Maine had another effect.
For some time past, a large quantity of illicit salt had been
sold throughout the country. The people by whom this trade
was conducted,/ai£x sauniers, as they were called, travelled over
the provinces in bands well armed and well organised. So power-
ful had they become that troops were necessary in order to cap-
ture them. There were more than five thousand faux sauniers,
who openly carried on their traffic in. Champagne and Picardy.
They had become political instruments in the hands of others,
being secretly encouraged and commanded by those who wished
to sow trouble in the land. It could not be hidden that these
faux sauniers were redoubtable by their valour and their
arrangements; that the people were favourable to them, buying
as they did from them, salt at a low price, and irritated as they
were against the gabelle and other imposts; that these faux
sauniers spread over all the realm, and often marching in large
bands, which beat all opposed to them, were dangerous people,
who incited the population by their examples to opposition
against the government.
I had proposed on one occasion the abolition of the salt tax
to the Regent, as a remedy for these evils; but my suggestion
shared the fate of many others. It was favourably listened to,
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